2018 REVIEW OF CHINESE CLONE BRANDS
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Introduction
Background

Hooky LEGOG Q& | f £ 2adiSnedeasing By thafdaisQiere a list of brandds it allrubbisH? How o they get
away with it?

W/ 2 YYdzy A20IBQ [he @Wwestversionof a series ofather irreverentdocumentsreviewing a wide spread of
Chinesemade clone brick kits and minifigsd SS G Of 2y S0 NI Yy Ra ¢ @m dn & LIRMseditidn2 & Of 2
covering 20%7-2018, has tried to pick more competerstuff that could form real rivalso LEGO, as well as tfeamiliar

mountainof crapstill available in the UKDespite some successful and continuing litigation from LEGO, there are well

over 100 differentcompanies in China making clone bricks and minifigs with only a few not infringing some form of
copyright and trademark.

Since2014 LEGO bame the biggest toy manufacturén the world and continues to build on this succedespite a

blip in 2017 whergrofits plummeted to a measly $150,000,000. Given its enduring popularity as fulfillitge human

instinct to create, it is more than likely that production will only increas¢he coming yearsThe patents for LEGO
brickshave long expired and compigs are allowed to make copighe minifig shapeis a trademarkand copyingit is

not entirely legal.However, he more seriousissueswith the clone brandsare intellectual property rights and
copyrighting LEGO put considerable effanto set design ath marketingtie-ups with various brandsand leeching off

theseis where the Chinese clonersriinue tobe very naughtyAre us Europeans guilty of being True Barbaramd

are now feeling the revenge of The Middle Kingddirdsgreed a universal failmand the realitys& / 2 YYdzyAayY aé
Arseg?

Set Choice

The maimpurchase driver for this report wasbit different from before.Somekits wereordered specifically from China

to test outboth new manufacturers and older favourites who had tried to makeirtiproducts legalAs the Chinese

clone market evolves, many companies have moved to produce quite good sets, and truly awful stuff is getting rarer.
However, random purchases okw and secondhand rebranded sets from import companieswvere continued to

provide costeffectiveless serious reviewginding rubbishnessver the past yeawas like shooting fish in a barrel

Review Style

GCommunist LEGO reviews are not written in a clinical vixdgny are embellished or bloated with various swearwords
and rabbt holesto give variety taa seeminglyeverending shower opoo. Thisapproachhasbaffled the braveChinese
whotry to translatethe reportts to choose what to bujrom the vast array ofubbishin their toyshopslIf thesevaguely
desperate vanitybubble inflating scribblingf some seHdoubting Britproducea smile or two, the rifling through kilos
of substandardshite plastichasbeen worth it. Kind ofAnd | suppose the colowroded tables are useful.

. -
-
-
N

A AT DA kR
. Q” 'A. i ,1 LN

o y > . 45 \~
o . . T ; B " -
.’ i i e~ e . SES S S 8§ Q99T

Pe|Zh| LEGO and Brickarafisvorking togeher. Occasionally yocanpolish a turd.




Brand List2018

LEGO isf coursea global brand and has been the subject of many copies over the years. The US company Tyco were
0KS FANBG 6AGK W{dzLJSNJ . £ 201 aQ AY ImoghgveryatenptiniNding BaPbdeena o NJ
inferior, mainly due to production costs being lower resulting in inferior grade materials and poor fitting pieces. Set
design has generally varied from mediocre to rubbish. However, the invigorated factories afa@himowchurning

out LEGO clonest a stupendousra® LG Qa ¢2NIK y2GAy3 G(GKFIG GKS LRGSYGALl €
that of Europe and America combined

There are many Chinese companies making LEGO copies, with new ones startingnugsttunding rateMinifig

copying seems to be endemic, taking advantagenmirenous demand for collectabléggure sets that LEGO cannot do

due to contractual reasons. Bief trawl of AliExpress findsser 50 different companies making plastic buildibépcks,

with probably at least half doing LEGO clones. Most if not all are based in Chenghai, the toy capital of China. Some
companies source their products from each other and subcontract, so working out exactly whovnhatesnot always
straightforwaid. Many are of random quality and there is a lot of chaff and little wheat. The following is an incomplete
list of some of the more actively promoted brands. By the time you read this, there will be kiany. Far East websites
fAald (K BepiiRS &b 2 NIRQuM2 h f@wbof these companies have sprung up to solely serve the hooky minifig
market. Most appear to have produced their own moulds, judging by the subtle differences in the minifig parts.

A lot of names havenot been reviewed by the authorub found from import websites, internet blog sites and video
reviews, of which there are maniany of thosereviews are very comprehensiamd form far more detailed studies
than the page summaries in this document, and are likely to reveal brandsirtheifollowing list

NOTE: Brands and descriptions are subject to change, as companies and names appear and ditappaee flouting
trademarks and copyright, and may rebrand every so often as part ofTthis.208 list has a few extra additions ex
2016 and hopefully serves as a starting point for brand recognition and referédmee of the older names are no
longer used, but are included for historical reference.




China

Ausini¢ Manufactured by the Guangdong Ausini compgaryd has a very wile range of products generally matching

the larger Chinese clone companies. Set design quite good, with railway kits probably the best available in China. They
state they have an ihouse design team producing 200 new products per year (although theséiagie other non

brick items). They appear to be well priced. However, minifig expressions have the mildipidstaugeeyed look

typical of st Asian tastes, and the skin colour is verging towards the zombie. Interestingly they package in eigter Engl

or Russian, giving some idea of their perceived markets.

BanBaog This brand (made currently by the Penbu Toy Factory) have mostly moved into themes where LEGO do not
produce sets, and have new minifigs called Tobees that look a bit like charaotarS&uth ParkThe plates and bricks

are about 15% higher than standard LEGO and compatibility is helped by using a h&ftsrieclude a large 1400

piece Long March 2F space rocket. They also market und&aBéockorand name.

BELAG Brand of a curretty unknown manufacturer, possibly also selling under the nalifebaa Produces blatant
copies of Ninjago, Bionicle and Hero Factory, Te¢ltiona and Friendsets. Have also been copying the Cars sets
dzy RSNJ G KS a[,&nd MaecBffurder MMWWOEIYAGother Dragon Ball Z minifig manufacturer

Blockog The brand name of th€ocoToy Company based in Nanjing, China, also markédnalsoli. Their product

range covers DUPLO, naval vessels (military and historic), farm and town, fantasyhemsés, tand the military. The
HUMVEE sets (both military and civilian) look particularly impressive. They apparently have 43 design patents listed in
China. The minifigs are of a slightly different design with wider torsos.

Blue King Kong ToysSeelLB

Bohzi ¢ Minifig cloner which has copied the usual Star Wars and Superhero figures, but has also done the now rare
Collectible Seriesdnd 2 Passable qualityBeware of these fakes when buying secdrahd. Of more interest are their
Anime series.

Bom Ban ¢ Brand name of an unknown manufacturer making blatantofiis of LEGO Star Wars (called Star War). Has
amusing logo of a round black bomb with a smiling face on it looking upwards at the lit fuze, presumably representative
of upcoming legal action.

Brick ¢ A rather awful cheap copy brand producing small kits that appeared in the US a few years ago, but may have
been rebranded tdQ Blockafter a few legal words (and damning website reviews).

CaDA ¢ Brand of theDouble Eaglecompany. Produces its owresligrs oftechnic kits, many with radio control chassis
Looks and feels professional, customer friendly, good value, and legal.

CB Toyg Currently unknown manufacturer. Makes mediocre blatant copies of Legends of Chima minifigs.

Chaobacg Currently utkknown manufacturer. Makes copies of Tamiya model and radio control sets, but also includes a
range of LEGO clones.

Chaung L¢ Currently unknown manufacturer. Relatively good quality copy brand making sméilfmétysets.
Cocog SeeBlocka

COGOQand Little White Dragon¢ Manufactured by theLoongonAnimation & Toys Industrial Company Ltd. This
company proudly states their product is compatible with LEGO and even shows off pictures of their factory machinery.
Their range includes all LEGO sizes (Qu&atJPLO etc.) and standard brick sets include pirate ships. They originally

used their own name, but now market under both the COGO and the Little White Dragon brands and oddly seem to
overlap some themes. Their products apparently meet European and @rheyi a il Yy RIF NRa® / hDh OKS:
G2 9yt A3IKGESY |/ KAf RNBY Qhas NJedied B yiew 2ngnufaciuidhg an@ IeuSchet tiepigadd/ 3 2 y
Xingbaobrands; COGO now use Leplass bricks

COKO BricksClone brand producing mainly DUPtype sets. They have an elephant logo and are available in Asia and
Australia.

Concord Toyg SeeEnlighten



Dargo ¢ Another of thebrands that copiesminifigs, such as DC and Mar&iperher@es Passable quality but some
incompatibilities.

Decoolg Bizarrelynamed brand that specialises in Techbhased clones, including the supercar sets and Hero Factory
robots. Recently heproduced blatant Ninjago, Superhero, and Chimiaifig clones including many not available in
LEGOA newseriesfor 2015incldzR S W %2 Y & kofbie vardidnd0NLEGO Collectible minifigs.

Diamond Blockg SeeLOZ

Donglin ¢ This company makeRiddle Toy Bricks & dza LJISOGSR 2F 0SAy3a  KQuickzBNKIA Y &
types.

Double Eagle; SeeCadA.

Dr Luckg See Ligaa

Enlighteng The trade name of th&hongyuelndustry Company that makes many LEGO copidshas been one othe

major brandin Chinafor some yearsCurrently they market under the nant@ncord ToysThey make a full range of
LEGO themes, andsa a lot of military sets with camouflage patterned bricks (although they can be a rather startling

green colour). Some more recent sets have begun to diverge from duplicates, although mostly the kit design is not as
good as LEGO and rather blocky.

Evelasting Bioer Plastic Factorg oddly named producer of cheap bricks. Photographs suggest they are the most
plausible manufacturer of the other version Qiick Bricksalthough there is no direct evidence.

Fuh Yealt SeelQ Blocks
Funny Toys;, SeePeixi.

Gudi ¢ Brand name manufactured bxin Le Xinwho also mak&Y. Appears to be xcellent quality which is a turrup
for the books

GX Toyg SeeWeagle

Hawk Blocks; Cheap copy brand available briefly in the US. Not only was it badly mades & different size to all of
the other clone brands. Managed to score 0/10 on a review site.

HELQ; SeeZephyr Knight
HOU ¢ Sud name on som&ing Qi Léoricks

Hui Mei ¢ Export brand for theXing Dou Chengompany. Concentrates on small impulagy kits. Some found their
way into the UK vid/l.Y ToysAwful quality.

Intelligence Bricks; Small designetype sets found in the US, with the maker naXiegda Bad Chinglish but original
designs and quality found to be quite goadcording to interneteviews

Intelligence Toyx SeeXin Qi Le

IQ Blockg Was sed by BLOCK Tech as a supplier. Different uloidiek locking method that is almost incompatible with
LEGO. Probably rebranded frddrick judging by the logos and lack of quality. Also anmglgiprinted adQ Blook

IQ Blocks; Not to be confused withQ Blockthese are produced by theuh Yeattompany and look to be DUPLO size.
They may or may not be compatible.

IQ Blookg SeelQ Block
Jay Star¢ Seelie Star

Jia Li Bq SeelLB



Jie Da¢ This brand markets town and pink princess kits. They have two types of minifigs (possibly for home and export)
¢ a standard clone shape, and an odd rounded figure that resembles small DUPLO. The company exports to Russia.

JieStarq Also translate asJay Starthis brand copies various themeluding piratesOneof the companieshat are
imported into the UK and rebranded &Y Toys

Jilebaog SeeBELA
Jnrun ¢ Produces mediocre minifig copies, blatantly ripping off themes such as Star Wa

JL B¢ Expands tdlia Li BoBrand name foBlue King Kong Toythat producemany heavily copyrightenhinifig clones.
One of the rival Dragon Ball Z manufacturéiso makes astoundingly hideous Monster High friendfigs related to
the Mega Bloksigures

Jubiluxg This company market themselves under both the elephant logo Jubilux, and thpléded \Womaregistered

in Hong Kong. As with other brands they produce a variety of themes, some rather closely modelled on genuine LEGO
(such as the pitta ships). They make their own Army range anceey LA y{ LINAYy OSaa Ol aidftsS (KS
logo looks suspiciously Lucasfilm, although the kits themselves appear to be home designed. Woma and Jubilux are
exported to many countries and can be founctasionally in the UK, sometimes rebrande®a®CK Teabr Blox. The

minifigs are similar in shape and size to LEGO but have moulded knees and weird heads.

Kanitong Toyg Copies of DUPLO

Kazi¢ TheKaiyu Toys<Company is a rival to Eghten, with a @ll range of LEGO clones branded Kazi. Their recent kits

look to have had somdesignthought put into them, although earlier sets copy genuine LEGO or are fairly basic. Kazi
appear to compete with Enlighten on cost, with inevitable quality issues. Kafiid 2 & LJSt G WYl A KA QX |
Kazi are probably not fully aware of brandme irony.

KIDDIEBRICKEDUPLO copthat wasmarketed by Asda in the UK.

Kimboli¢ SeeBlocka

Kopf¢ The largest clone minifig manufacturer in China. Churning wet ©000 different figures, and typically adding
2-6 sets per month. Quality varies from poor to exceptional.

KSZ¢ Minifig-copying brand, cloning Pirates of the Caribbean, for exan\édg be the same asSZ

LEBBQ¢ Minifig doner brand copyinghe uswal LEGO copyrighted brands. Also one the cloners making the hugely popular
Dragon Ball Z sets

LELE, Clone brandslavishlycopying Ninjago, Bionicle, Ninja Turtldsrrassic World, and even LEGO Mavirgfig sets
Manufactured byQun Long

lepingCurSy Gf & / KAYlI Q& LINBYASNI AftS3Ilrt Of 2y SEGOsdralsh sfedliig O2 LI |
MOC designs off the internet. Owned hgongon Under litigation. mvested heavily in manufacturing capability and

has mostly decent parts, althoughuality control is iffy and technical parts awful. Closely aligned Witlybaq which

pays for MOC designs.

Le Qug This cloner manufactures chedgoking DUPLO / Mega Bloks equivalents

Leyic made by the Shantoivlegafun Toys Industrial Ltd. Their motio A y Of dzZRS Wt NR Rdz0G & OF y
G tdzSQx FyR WwW2S KAIKfEe& @FtdzS K2ySadteQo ¢KSANI adrkrdiSR a
environment or children (insinuating that their Chinese rivals do). A brief browse ofwiebsite shows a vast array of

their own kits (including a 2060iece aircraft carrier) but also many blatant copies of LEGO sets, including Star Wars
and even using the LEGO and DUPLO names on the Bassish quality.

N

LiChengg This brand is one of tw(the other is unidentified as this went to press) which use the same product. The
brand has a logo of three 1x1 plates (red, green, yellow) and produces a variety ebsmed sets

Ligaog Another copy brand with a somewhat amusing name, made by\thage Toydndustrial Company. Previously
also occasionally branded BR&ddle Bricksthe Wangename itself, or used as a swontractor. They hal a wide product
rangeof its own design®/hich includel DUPLO, town vehicles, and 100@ce architecture kitsuch as Big Ben and the



Kremlin Wange Toylunchedi K& LUei)  Nbuyr@vmarket under its own name. Wange designed its own minifig
to be legal

Lingnang Brand of the Lingnan Toys Co. Ltd, who also maikétingd ¢ KSANJ g6 SoaRhad8dzah WEAA WL G
which is probably the only sensible translation of any of the clone brands. Products are the typical range of town, boat,
and pirate themes. Minifigs appear to have yellow heads and hands.

Little White Dragong SeeCOGO

Loongong See COGO

LOZ; brand name made by Zhenf@ Science and Educational Tolse company produces a huge number of sculpture

kits based aroundiamond Blocksand are copied themselves by a few other Chinese compaviesy early LOZ sets

are very blocky andeminiscent of late 1970s LEGO. Thiamond Blockdrand (marketed a$/icroblox in the UK by

BLOCK Tednfew years agouses half size bricks to standard LEGO, sometimes witloo#tthg halfscale minifigs. The

ad0dz LG dzNBa Ay o n nblogkHadvihat haS todbeStie Qtradgd@st psoduct Yire yi Rhina, ranging from
(amongst others) a watermelon, a Minion, a toucan, Captain America, a piano, Bender, a Chinese vampire, Steve Jobs,

and a toilet. Newer products include a Pirdteemed motorisedfairground ride range with Znagype blocks, although
the minifigs seem closer to zombie pirates forcing the punters to stay on the rides

M38 ¢ Lug printing on neweSlubanbricks

Megafunc¢ Seel eyi

Microblox ¢ SeelLOZ

OKc¢ Basic building setvailable in the Far East.

Pengcheng; SeePlastic Toy

Peizhi¢ Another brand marketed bBLOCK Techeir kits are either direct copies of LEGO or strange blocky creations
NEYAYA&aOSyd 2F GK2aS YIRS gA0GK K3 WKET K2 @SN d aanpISE ye 2
Toy2 G2 GKS YAfR |YdaASYSyld 2F &a2YS 2F GKSANI ! { Odzad2YSH
RAFFSNI FNRBY IINIG2NlQ 2y (GKS 02ES& 6KAOK R2SayQid SEIOGf

Plastic Toyg made by thePengchengroy Co. Ltd, o are subcontracted by other¥arious kits are shown on their
website with the box logos blurred out.

Pioneer Blockg LEGO Basic clone sets of appalling quality, probably aimed at the US and Canadian market as the boxes
have mglish and French writing.

POGQ¢ A clone minifig manufacturer making 100s of figures. Quality is mediocre for most products. The company
invests in its own moulds and produces unique patpyright issues are eyeateringly highput many ranges areat

found elsewhere

Qiao Le Tong A brand producing towsstyle sets which appear to have unigue designs and some special vehicle pieces.
Qigaoc This brand is only available in Asia and looks to be a close copy of Enlighten.

Qun Longg SeelLELE

Riddle Bricksg Seeligaa

Riddle ToyBricksg SeeDonglin

Sennog This is the band name of tlig&en Nuacompany. These have a number of clone kit ranges, and appear to have
reasonably competent box art.

Sheng Yuamg SeeSY

SL Toyg Another minifg cloner, examples include Minecraft.



Slubang¢ Named after Luban the famed inventohis company mainly copies old South Kor€asfiord Toy<its (a copy

of a copy?) complete with odiboking W S mihifigQ They have a Europased export company badein the
Netherlands with an easip-use maiHorder website. Thee are many military kits which include a dark olive green

colour, various towrbased sets, and DUPLO clones. Some older sets appear rather blocky, but the website looks very
professional andhey even display building instructionEain sets have black plastic tracks with half the curvature of

GKS aidlyRFENR [9Dh GN}O]1 o6FftGK2dAK (KSe& R2y Qi 221 RAN
Chinese castle theme suited to theiomestic marketlUsesM38 on newer bricks.

Star Diamondg Strangelynamed brand made by the Lianhuan Toys & Crafts Company which started up in 1994. Has a
relatively wide range of products aradvery slick advertising campaidiney have their own kit dggns, with extremely

similar instructions to LEGO and identical minifigsw sets in 20145 includel transforming robotvehiclehandguns.
Excellent quality but high pricesand somecoloursfade after time Star Diamond kits are not directly imported the

UK, but some are rebranded undeY Toysand parts have been used by the-bi&sedClick Brick

Subor¢ seeXinh.

SY¢ Expands tdSheng YuanUkter rip-offs of LEGO Friends, Super Heroes, and Star Wars minifigs, using the same
artwork, names and dggns.Made byXin Le XinThey have cheekily put a trademark next to the Friends writhtegso

quality and morals.

VIGE; Brand name of th&Vei Gaocompany, producing DUPLO clone kits.

Wange Toyg, Seeligaa

Weagleg Also known a$sX Toysand manuéctured by thezhiYingToy Factory. They appear to have a wide list of
products, but the website is currently inaccessible so may have been closed down or rebranded. Some designs have
been imported into the UK bBLOCK Tecihe consensus amongst Europeaxiewers is that they are shite.

Wei Gaocg SeeVIGE

Wei Te Feng SeeWit Toys

Winner ¢ Newish company specialising in its own designs of military and technic kits, amongst others. Iffy colour bricks
but surprisingly good designs.

Wit Toysq These creator and DUPLO clones are madé/ey Te FengThey occasionally haBelaon the box, but it is

not obvious whether they are the sanB&LAcopying modern minifiger a completely different company. Set 8879 has

GKS LIKNIasSa wCdAifneyQESNR &28Ni AyHI| BYBdzZd t O2y ddA aA2yQ 2
make anyone who spoke English buy it. The DUPLO creations seen are motorised train sets with big figures having the
standard Chinese zombie pallor and expressions. Really scary.

Wo Fu¢ Brand name connected with technic robots, similar to Bionicle

Womac¢ SeeJubilux

Wonder Landg Branded series taking Friends clones into a VERY pink prstglssastle setting with windp musical
boxes.

Xin Le Xirg Manufacturer ofSYand GudiBrands.

Xingoao ¢ Company specialising in collector sets made by external designers and thiegahface of the.oongon
and Lepinempire. Fairly good quality partgith only some quality issueand exceptionally good MOC designs. Uses
Legostyle minifigs in some sets

Xingdag Seelntelligence Bricks

Xing Dou Cheng SeeHui Mei.

Xing Qi Leq¢ Sometimes abbreviated tdQL A cheap copy brand producihgelligence Toya few years ago. They may

be responsible for, or be the same as, theah malignedephyr Knightas the packaging and products look very similar.
Stud names includgIHEand HOL.



Xinh ¢ Brand name of thé&Suborcompany, covering Bionicle and Hero Factory type technic robotspaadquality
minifig clones such as Ghos#iars.

XQL¢ SeeXing Qi Le.

XSZc Brand that copies minifigs, may be the same&k&x

YIHEC Stud name on somging Qi Lédricks.

Yixingg The most likely manufacturer of BLOCK Tech Junior pieces, although no direct evidence.

Zephyr Knightg Awful cheap copy brand found a few years ago in the US. May be relatéohddi Leand Intelligence
Toys The bricks havelEL(printed on the studs.

ZhiHang ¢ This company produces their own sets, typical of LEGO Basic and Creator kits.
Zhiling ¢ Seelingnan.
Zhi ¥ng ¢ SeeWeagle

Zhiaog A minifig cloner, making various box sets of heavily copyrighEE@Qhemes such as Ninja Turtles and Marvel
YR 5/ {dzZLJSNKSNRSao !faz2 YIFI{1Sa aly3al asStas &adzOK | a

Zhongyueg SeeEnlighten

YAa



Rest Of The World

For balance, there are varionsn-Chinesecompanies producing LEG¢gpe products, although almost all are probably
made in China anyway.

Airfix QuickBuildg The brand of the plastic model company Airfix, coveti@Gstyle briclks makng realisticaircraft
and vehiclesThe sets armanufacturedwhollyin the UK apparently to guarantee qualitfhat worksPats are unique
for each model with a few LE@@pe plates.

BestLockandCobi¢ BestLock were originally a joint UK and Gemmmpany (although registered in Hong Kong), and
merged with the Polistbased Cobi a few years ago. Cobiduwee a lot of military setdVicLaren, Jeep and Boeing
licensed modelsand a githemed ltalian pixieseries that seems worryingly rdigjht distiict to UK eyesCobi wee the
source forsome ofthe UkbasedCharacter Buildingroys, produing various themed kits includinBoctor Who,UK
Armed Forces and Scooby Dgalbeit with completely different minifigs vaguely similar to LEGO Jack Stdrael
Valleyalso use Coksourced bricks for their own range. Basick mainly source from China, are the cheaper end of the
range, and tend to sell in the US. Cabmainlymade in Poland, but haveome productionin Chire. BestLock are
licensed to produce USrmy military kits, and recently acquired the rights to produce Stargaté 8@ Terminator
branded kits, selling themed minifig sets in a similar wayltma Bloks WilkinsonBlox range were mostly oldest
Lockor Jubiluxkits. Asdéhavealso usé BestLock

BLOCK Tect This is afimport company that supply many UK retailers and rebrand Chinese cloners

Qx
w

Blox¢g. N}Y YR yIYS 2F 2iAf02Q4a NBeytBoSkand JubilGvVanyad the ©af, scdrodifron® S  dz
BLOCK Tednd usel the new tubbyfig and now design their own kits with Woma parts

Brik Tekg French clone brand, unknown supplier.
BTR¢ Produced some @loe themed kits about 10 years ago. Minifigs were like small versions of Action Man.
By The Pound Canadian brand made by Northefiechnology. Sold as basic bricks in big buckets in the US.

Byggis¢ Swedish copy brand that has produced Super Mario, Flintstones and Jurassic Park themed minifigs and sets.
Also may be related to thklossbrand.

C3 Constructiorg US brand of looselymilar LEGO clone bricks who produce the Minimates figures.
Chad Valley;, SeeBestLock
Character Building, SeeBestLock

Chevag This is the brand name of the Czech manufacturer Chemoplast BEC. Products are vaguely similar to LEGO, but
have differentunderbrick grab designs and straiggrtmed minifigs.

Cobig SeeBestLock

Construblockg A fairly new Spanish brand, originally appearing to uséadithrd Toyssets but branching out by having
more unigue minifigs similar to LEGO Jack Stone.

Craz-Art ¢ US brand of LaRose Industries LLC based in New Jersey, makiiigBherange of clear LEG@®pe sets
GAGKX fAIKGAD

Funtastic ¢ Brand company name for some Poundland products, using a variety of Chinese cloners either as sources for
entire kits, o pieces for own designs.

Famoclickg Spanish rebrandedCobiproducts.
Ideal¢ Another South Korean company, formed by soméesord Toysemployees.
Klossg Swedish copy, may be related Byggis

Kre-O ¢ SeeOxford Toys



LiteBrix¢ SeeCraZ-Art.

Mega Bloksq this Canadiafbased company has been churning out their own bricks for years. They have licence
agreements to make Halo, Call Of Duty, World of Warcraft, Need for Speed, Moshi Monsters, Hello Kitty, Barbie, and
Smurf branded sets. Some partedmproved over earlier products, but quality can still be decidedly random. Mega
Bloks are made in China.

Ministeck ¢ German company selling LEGO clones, most probably sourcinglfifoiinx\Womain China. A variety of
themes, with the most interestindheir range of train kits. They sell black railway track with curves double the radius of
LEGO tracks. The minifigs appear to have yellow heads and hands.

M.Y Toys; UK import company that rebrands many different Chinese clone manufacturers.

Oxford Toys; This company is South Korean and has produced a lot of town and military stuff in the past. They trade
under both the Oxford Toys and th&e-O name. After being bought out by Hasbro they now make Transformer sets

and have the rebooted Star Trek franchiSéeir new Kr& minifigs are distinctly different from LEGO minifigs. The
standard kits are however very similar, and even have advertising with moving minifigs in the same way as LEGO.
PeacockcTM & A& LYRAIF Q& f SI RAY3 oOaNjesf ® beetfirowBazka fp the TOROOWItE olderl | A Y :
style preminifigs and the homemaker maxifigehis should make them desirable, butfartunately customer reviews

seem to be united in their condemnation of atrocious quality and bad fit

PEBE, The originaCommunist LEGO, made in East Germany from 1955 until about 1990. Slight differenburicider
locking method, but compatible.

Rik et Rokg French LEGO type sets with different minifigs vaguely similar to Playmobil figures. Most sets are themed
around tovn and rescue sets.

Super Blockg SeeTyca
Topazg French brand looking very similar to the CzéelsedChevawith straightarmed minifigs.

Tycog The first LEGO cloner wiguper Bloc




THE REVIEWS

Scoring System

All comments are of the opion of the reviewer only, and do not represehEGOBrickish, or any other person,
organisation or company.

Communist LEG® NOT a clinical study. It is an annawaéarysumup of some clone kit reviews chosen more for their

ability to producevaguely anusingwrite-ups than anything els€roper reviews of clone sets can be found all over the

internet, most of them far better than these ramblings from a faed British AFOl¥esjn herethere are score tables

anda lot of reviews over the yeate comparewith, but lack of finances, space, time, amdningenthusiasnresults in

a rather skewed cohort not entirely representative of the reality of the global building block ecoméativation is
mainlyaboutthe pleasure of findin@ truly hideous, bagithoughtout setand the subsequerihcredulity of how some
companies manage to stay in business in the cut and thrust Communist world of 100 LEGOlclorera y Qi R2 Of A |

The 2017 edition was limited to one longcasionally unbiasegtview of atrain set from the evil Lepirkor this2018
issue,it was decided to return to a wider spread of competent and incompetent, sath more focus on minifig§ his
mixed various new and secoiihnd small setssomebiggerkits chosen for theipossible cometition to LEGQand a
wealth of minifig genresVeryrubbish kits are becoming increasingly hard to find as production techniquesetnd
design improve as eac®hinesecompany tries to outdo the otheRubbish kits are, however, still surprisingly conmmo
Sometimes | struggle to understand why

Older reviewsof Communist LEG&e not included in this document. These can be combfrad the 201417 versiors
for completenessif you want to use up entire toner cartridgehe Immensely Strong Hand gentéwa and the Angry,
Angry Fireman are explained in these previous editionshose new to this series

Kit and minifig reviews follow a similame-pagepattern but alsodepend heavily on what sort of day | had at work
and/or alcohol intakeBeauty isn the eye of the beholdefme)and ugliness is not scored well, but mediocrity issto
heavily punishedEvidence of bothering is appreciated; deliberate cheating or laziness makes meltress ardoys,
and ifthey do not make children happythey shoud not exist at allLikewisgthe manufacturer.

Results are colour coded, and are split into the following categories, with the important Quality, Fit and Minifig scored
twice:

Quality - how well the bricks are made, including manufacturing defects;

Value - the overall cost of the set compared to what is in the box;

Fit -GKS WINIO6Q 2F GKS OoNAOl1 A& FAFAYyad 2yS Fy230KSNI |
Compatibility - how well the parts would combine with real LEGO if ever given the chance (shudder);

Minifig - the comparison of a minifig with a genuine LEGO minifig;

Design - the overall skill and interest of the Kkit;

Instructions - the size, colour, layout and helpfulness of the supplied instructions;

Total - addition of all the above, with quality, fit and minifiging scored twice.

Minifig results have the following categories, witEGQOninifig Compatibilityscored twice:

Hair / Headgear - how wellany head covering is madagcludingaesthetics;

Head - print quality, colour, fit, size of head,;

Torso Assem@igl - print quality, arm joints, overall feel,

Hands - moulding and ability to hold stuff;

Legs Assembly - fit, movement, foot grab, print quality where applicable;

Quality - overall feel and manufacturing competence;

Compatibility - how much the parts cahe exchanged directly with genuine LEGO parts;
Design - effort and result of any free thinking;

Value - cost vs. quality factor;

Total - addition of all the above, with Compatibility scored twice.



The following is recommended as a helpful guidthifiking of purchasing clode® . I aAO0Fff &z AF AlGQ
20KSN¥AAS 0Sél NBX
Explanation of colours, scoring and consequence:

Green: 90944.00%+no real problems at all. Be happy and build on. Have cup of tea, relax, and survey your masterpiec

Light green: 70989%:some minor issues, but generally OK. Get mildly irritated. Have a cup of tea to steady nerves.

wStfIEZ AGQff 0SS FAYS FTNRY || RA&GIYyOS
Yellow: 50%469%:4 2 YS LINBOf SYad® DSO Fyy28SRad || @S by bOOHIoRa 2R
distance in poor light with some superglue andihg' S (2 dzOKSa AdGo® ' yR AGQa Ay | RAA

Orange: 30949%:some serious problems. Get angry. Tea, vodkanxdrale songslo not help to steady nerves. It looks
bad, evenn the dark. Take set back to the shop or attack it with a hammer

Red: 029%: Showstopping problemsCry Prescription medicine does not help to steady neridsprescription
medicine does not help to steady nervd&onder how the miserly little s&tver got out of the factory. Send multiple

letters of complaint to shop, company, local MP, Chinese government, B&ooKj and Daily Mail. Use home shredder

for purposes unforeseen. Burn plastic shreds whilst cackling insanely. Jump up and down oapadbgise to
neighbours and police officers, sweep up using dustpan and brush, and deposit into tiny urn. Have cup of tea, relax, and
survey your masterpiece

The lowest overall scoring kot minifigis the winner of theCrappiest Available Clone KitACK)award.
The BareFaced Cheek (BF@prkisa A @Sy G2 GKS Of 2ySNB ¢K2 KI @S oflarydate

bothering to change designs or trying to sidestep copyright. Some of the more furious readers may wish to insert their
own wordsto make up the acronym EBF
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%" ANKER Play i Bulldozer Pit winter 2017)

2017 was a rubbish year for cheap block kit  { 1 SNI A y3Qa @I GhitzBeerheyd Gnizifingdo Gene anythdi@df woytridthe UK and
instead packednostshpping containers full of unappealing crdap. R2 y Qi  dHboky¥wi&k kitsksGffgredMost were tiny vehicldbased series
without minifigs andof little interest, with no real value in reviewingr just existingin the first placeEven mw BLOCK THEGsets those staples of
questionable impulse buysvere few and far between. dzii  GAKnEN ¥awalternativesarrive in Poundland.

The newcomer waANKERIay No logo was shownnthe frontSEOSLII F2NJ (62 oNAKRO1 & 6AGK InnedBdxdesignt L .
looked rakish with an angled lid on the left merging into nothingness on the right, along with a clear plastic windowmgevéadjal but mildly
disconcerting squarbeaded minifig with norzombie pallor. The contents were displayed ba box as computer generated, mediocrely drawn and
strangely stretched to presumably make it less appealing. AMIEERSroup seem to have designed the kit themselves as searching did not reveal
any similar set, although it was strongly suspected that Wpnealuced the bricks and probably the minifig. ANKERire based in the UK the odd

GAGERS2 TUSNIEEtEA G Q 6 | Bvelything joil neBdfas ¥ Bulddz&r Wi @ figurso LIS NK I LJA (G KS 06 dzA f RiBeNdt vitnslzé 4l

bought to find out low far competency or otherwise had migrated to the contents.

Inside the sturdy yet somewhat basic box was an inlay card holding the plastic holder for the minifig, and the instrdgiemtsarag. The instructions
were neatly folded, very large, and Wi#iought out. The parts bag held everything with only a few harsh warning notices about the evilness of plasti
bags. Parts were revealed to be vaguely OK, with a relatively pleasing yellow hue, mostimapcdeee, and slightly weak grab. Assemblychlyi
revealed the large parts count of 57 was substantially filled by the use of 14 1x1 plates instead of a few larger ornlemgEvent together OK
except for the digger plate that was uselessly loasd fell off at any opportunity. Thisade play tedious in the extreme.

BULI.DOZER

BUILDS'EVERYTHING NEED!

Unenticing CGI and real minifig. Why not just take a photo of the finished kit? Inside is well packaged... but there seamBiatot of 1x1 plates.

Pit the minifig was a weird construct, having a square head with an opertslghty barreled chest, and shaped curved legs. Was supplied fully
assembled (full marks there) and luckily did not have the zombie skin shade shown on the boxPFEittmthe bulldozer did require a worrying
amount of force, but removal surpitgly did not result in immediate destruction of the vehicle even though 1x1 plates were used extensively. Thi
should have made the set quite enjoyable, but as the bulldozer blade thingy was loose any hope offtemiplay would have to be bolstereg b
some supergluelRoor Pit. His torso print was woefully wonky and his head was indistinct. Still, Pit was the first seen of the blockheedfitype

being legal and marginally less awful than the BLOCK TECH tubbyfig.
' ‘f X2 x1o ’. ﬁ |

Cheating with the parts cont. Flnlshed buIIdozer with dodgy scoop and cheap feeld Pit the suareK S RSR YAYAFTAI D {2YS

ANKER Play hadeasonableggo at making a £1 kit, and given the range of bricks had done an ORujitibg up with using a craft knife, sandmap
and glue required for assembly was just about excusableinbreasinghe parts countwith 1x1 platesvasdishonest Bad show, guys.

SummaryAmateur, annoying anda bitdeceitful

Scores Bulldozer Pit
Quality* 70
Value 90

Fit* 70

Minifig* 50

Design 50

\
|
|
|
‘ Compatibility 80
|
|
|

Instructions 80

Total 68
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%" ANKER Play i Oil Rig Rescue winter 2017)

Guildford has a Poundland. Yes, really. The sucdehe tocal university and spioff hightech companies has helped result in a vibrant catchment
area that encompasses all tastes and wallets. My wallet doestie tip more towards discount stores, so a curious visit was paid to see what Surrey
could offer in the way of Chinese hooky LEGO. Happily the stor@audgedto the ceiling with cheapnesand another of ANKERPI&2 Q& Yy S 4
offerings was purchased. Tieewere three themes yellow for construction (see other reviews), blue for police, and red for fire.

OIL RIG RESCUE was a red kit, promising 63 pieces and that it BUILDS EVERYTHING NOftbNiF#Ere was another CGI construct, showing
a miniatuised blockheadfig clutching the steering wheelajet boat. As the set was shouting loudly that potentially | could build that first class
season ticket and automated wasiestroying drone fleet | needed, it was opened the very next day at the cratdnof.

Rapidly deflating expectations in tis¢arkreality ofa drizzlestrewn morning wereacceleratedby the two bags of parts and large set of instructions
extracted from the box. As with many sets, the | L[ 5{ 9+ 9 w_ ¢ Iptinbn® wasnhefely stafing that the kitactuallycontained what

was on the front andhat amazinglyo lying was involved. | suppos®dernsociety has come to that. Still, the 63 pieces were mostly not 1x1 plates,
so the size of the kit for the money was impressive. Contitm began with the jeboat¢l NI G KSNJ FNI IAE S F FFF AN GKI
60 2yS 2NJ g2 HEo LI I GSad tSNKILA (KS ol 01 02y ai Thisivhsian iftérdstindidgsin, 2 F
obviousy quite small but making excellent use of a number of different pa&t& SNB g1 ay Qi | y& LIS NIDR RIGRESCHES &
presumably referred to rescuing the rig itself. The flame part was quite good, more detailed and larger than the canifa@blpart. The jeoat
steering wheel was the larger Ausini / Woma type, and most of the parts were guessed to be either Woma or a very sinfdaturemu

-

OIL RIG"
RESCUE

Slightly odd subject. Everything you need is inside, apparentigide is not world peacer immortality, but a lot of bits. And a blockhead.

The figure was th&NKERIockheadfig type, having a cheaper feel to the plastic than the rest of the set and sporting a creepy square hollow heal
Our brave jeboat pilot did however have a helmet & worked quite well in disguising his squareness. Placing the guy in thesjetias an exciting
affair, with the leg fit a bit tight resulting in a couple of rebuilding exercises before he finally stood up propenlyad hibit annoying for playingio
and off the jetboat, but to be fair the entire kit was fantastic value for, fhd although there were various niggles it worked very well. Buying two
and combining them for two figes and a bigger oil rig and boabuld be money spentMoney well spehis another phrase.

CKSNBQa | t2d Ay GKAa 1AdG F2NI mmz FyR AGQa y2d §SNiNachakkdojigyz t A G @

Overall this was a surprisingly good kit, even with-eptimal fit, mediocre caur match andveird minifig. Guildford obviously has a better class of
hooky LEGO compared to other towhsQY y 2 &dzZNB A G Q& 2y GKSANI i2dz2NAaY NI RIF N

SummaryOne of the best value £1 kits out thei/hichis not saying much

Scores Oil Rig Rescue
Quality* 70
Value 100
Fit* 70
Compatibility 80
Minifig* 50

Design 90

Instructions 80

73
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7 ANKER Play (Peizhi) i Police Car winter 2017)

Kids Create was a brand released by ANKERIRty the Create & Build seri@s about 2015 and turned up in the 99p Store shops. This example
was found unopened inear boot saleAs a fairly seasoned clone LEGO spotter | guessed the contents were Peizhi for three reasons: (a) the previ
Kids Create were found to be Peizhi; (b) the policeman minéwgpecially the caplooked very Peizhi, and (c) the weird cadhed front lights, a
bizarre feature seein earlier Peizhi police vehicle.K S / DL ¢l a LINBadzyltofte 2yS 2F !byYyowQa FA
competent probably as Peizhi looked like LEGO with aembarrassing minifig. POLICE CAR maaught from the stall along with a saucepan, two
screwdrivers and a small wooden camlatleaned the saucepan, put the screwdriversiioolbox, and polished the camel. All of these tasks were
muchmore important than making POLICE CARw days latethere was a choice between clothes shopping or Peizhi. Peizhi it was.

Contents and build were of no real surprise. A single bag of bits was found with some rather poorly drawn instructioasethaableenough The
Peizhi parts lottery turned oub be one spare white wheel insert and a bit of broken black plastic. The figure had an incomplete smile that som
would say was a realistic depiction of a policeniline car went together with no problemis y R f 6§ K2 dzZa K G KS LIX I &yiith O 4l
did have adequate graff-he front lights were indeed bafflingly retihe result was a fairly basic vehigié which the minifig could be sat without
too much drama andbe driven around without thehorrid plasticwheek falling off. Compared to mang1 class kitthis was quite an achievement.
Also, the radio was made out of a good approximation of the soft plastic of real LEGO.

CGlproudly showsbeamsfrom red lights.Typical bag of PeiZhi bits and naive instructions/ | Nk F Yy R O 2lete andvagizlytply@able® 2 Y

Police guy had been lucky at the Peizhi factory lzendinot only managed to get adif hislimbs and hands, but fitted together tolerably well. Many
of his compatriots over the years have turned up with varying amounts of dstdr requiring glue. PeiZhi adopted a novel solution to left or right
leg substitutiong the legs are identical and have holes in both sidéss does of course make PeiZhi minifigs instantly recognisable. ANKER had pu
(KS Kdz3S WwO2 YLMIIVARE S MK 20 KNNhdo GierkidzstiDused thé blin-the-l¢g renditiSn far thetblockheadfigs
Personally | use many of the Peizhi minifigs from previous years as soldiers to fight mgagémstrmoushooky zombie horde of cppy scary clone
figures Most of theearlier PeiZhi pieces have, however, met a lpssitive fate.

T

Police guy has most of smile missifgLJ: N8 6KSSt yR LI I &GAO o0Ald ¢28 R2S3a RNAGS | NP dz
Peizhi appeato have fallen out of favour with UK importers recently, perhaps due to their minifigs not being different enough frompeBGQs
due to their products being requisitioned to make landfill for islands in the South Chin#/8atever the reasonANKERPlay switched t@nother
supplier for their 2017 kits. At least their vehictesv donQ (i red foiit lights. This one might go to a charity shop and do some good for the world.

SummaryPolish the camel instead

\ Scores POLICE CAR
‘ Quality* 70

\ Value 100

‘ Fit* 80
|
|
|
|

Compatibility 90
Minifig* 70

Design 30

Instructions 60

Total 72

| 5]
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S’ ANKER Play i Steam Roller winter 2017)

The local Poundland shop steckmost of the new ANKER Play £1 kitthe Autumn After several weeks of indifference | began to vaguely care and
went to peruse their waresThe twoyellovO2 y 8 I NHzOG A2y aSia 6SNB (KS 2RRfe& ylYSR W. dz t R2
showed a small yellow tractor with a tiny roller on the front. It was suspected that tleeStéam Roller wassed as generic term for such a kiele,

Lddzt £ Ay 3 2y D NBkeintury inBstiial Hestayéwhére ssehpdwerediroad construction machinery helped in creating a comprehensive
network of tarmac for the newangled omnibuseand horseless delivery lorrig¢isat contributed so muich to the decimation of the rail network by
the 1960s. Anyway, the box hadlockheadfig on display this time sporting a very badfyrinted hiviz jacket and having some sort of major facial
scarring. The CGl rendition for Steam Roller was particwiaitgl, with the poor construction guy stretched and having tubbyfig shirtsleeves, which
KS 200A2dzate& RARYQU FTNRBY (GKS LI aGAO 6AYyR260

The 43 parts were found to include horrid yelloasange bits, different in hue to Bulldozer (and Pit). This was strasgegmparison of the two sets
showed an identical manufacturer. Somehow Steam Roller seemed tackier with this colour. Building the little tractor revesdddss than
adequate grab and a 1x1 plate with quite a bit of flash moulding still present2Thefr S NJ R S & A-iispiring eitkies/ @ihaps usiy 5 or 6 round
HEH LXFGSa AyadSIR 2F (KS &dzZJJX ASR o ¢2dzZ RQ@S RA & NI IsthoRin theNi@ny G f
picture and reality. As if to rub it ithe wheels were a real sod to click into place, but at least they stayed on making for a drivable tractor that mostly
held together. Bizarrely, the traned 1x1 cheeses supplied in this kit were of excellent colour and almost indistinguishable fromegelBGiO parts
¢ almost every single other cloner produces horrid faded red examples (if at all).

A S TS

Mediocre EGrand obviously

The constration-themed blockheadfig had a good combination of colours and a worryingly scarred face with only one eye. As a concept this w
quite adventurous and should have resulted in many interesting storylines. Unfortunately the execution of the idea wadgtpamivery badly
printed front torso and, even more disquietingly, a number of black marks on the rear that seemed to have been cautacidry imeptness more
GKFY I RSEAOGSNI GS LINAYyGdd h NI LISNKI LI badiuckdnledtering thisieridzheldid fit Well ints e ttachod A H
seat and would happily drive his roller around flattening the car@édthough this would take about 4000 years as the roller was so very, very tiny.

v
’J-‘
%

-
» 'R

Workman guy has bad printing, nintended marks on back, and an industrial accident. Poor 1x1 plate moulding, but clear red cheeses excellent.

Steam Roller waa bitlike one of those obscure early 1980s ITV sitcoms that you watch agfadf vague nostalgiand realise that while therare
onlyfour really good bits in the entirthree series itis still better than any of the 308 channels on the digib®team Rollehad a number of mistakes
and production howlers, but resulted in something that coaldeasto S LJt | @ SR 4 atdtdl disappdintment. & y Q

Note: total.

Summaryioosely worthy.

\ Scores Steam Roller

Quality* 70

Value 90

Fit* 70

|

|

‘ Compatibility 80
\ Minifig* 40
|
|
|

Design 60

Instructions 90

68
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BLOCK TECH (Woma?) 1 Beauty Salon (spring 2018)

The following pictures may upset those with a nervous disposition

Initial analysis of hooky sets from 2017 and 2018 had revealpléthora ofboringly mediocre oevengoodquality stuff, somewith excellent design
And then atrip to atoy shop or cold drizzlydepressinglanuarymorningfound some2017BLOCK TECH kf#worah.One stood oug W . S| dziie { |
LI NI 2F (KS .dtisklhided 297 pigedtd gvo mMidifigs3add had been specially made by RMS for The Enterthaingky themlt was
half price, having initially been on sale fovédly optimistic£11. The box had much detail about the contents and was trying to be frieadthpugh
tKS YIN]JSGAYI RSLINIYSyid aSSYSR (2 KI @S YAa&ZS aansexlity fedlArySay évanayhali2 F
price| paid far too meh andtook the singular Life of Girl home and opened it the very same afternoon, preparedte a dull review of much
improved BLOCK TECH quality and competgndgNB f & Ay H nhavepraiu¢ed &dudd 2 dzf Ry Qi

Fish. BarrelYou mayife when ready

The inner box was broken, dusty, and abtiuee times the size it should have been. Extraction of the parts, helpfully bagged in three sizes, showed
verycheagt 22 1 Ay3 LIAY]l o6AdG& FyR F @&l F NNI & 2abilyhaieheenbiivedibpusingllayyer platesknd | &
bricks.Somehow the wordf#taudulentkept popping into my head, but perhapsvitas just a flashback froraver-earnestlyreadingthat dictionary

whilst being shouted at by &doll-collecting man on the 72from Woking Anyhow, asembly required immensely strong hands, as most parts had
epic Slubarstyle grab. The tranmund plateswere particularly worthy of note, needing severe kinematic encouragement toefulting in some
splitting. And the windowsvere wrong. And the 2x4 black plate was loose. And the easel and board were nowhere to He geRnX

A new 2017 kit. Surely there are no lies or subterfuge anymore? Gigantiebagiratio. Finished set is mostly what was promised. Nice flower.

The dd BLOCK TECH tubbyfig had beedesigned into what is best described as a musclefig. To be famsin improvemenbver the oldwith a

much stronger arrforearm join and a better torso shape. It whaswevera little unfortunate for the two therapist as they had the appearance of
professional shoeputters. | supposehe profilesort-of worked2 K i RARY QG 62 NJ] 61 & | dzl fedifingsurfridingghdd t
luck in findingmistakesin hooky setss in fact planted by rival compas wanting to gain a commercial advantagsuspecit is actuallyindicative

of pisspoor mediocrity that stalkeur postmillennial capitalist economies leading to an inexorable slide to destruction. Whatever the reality, one of
our haplesdeauticianshad been ironically misprinteoh the faceto a massively high standard, immediately requining to visitthe wellworn path

to the nice institutewith the free white coatsnd be reminded of the benefits of relaxing pastimey’ R X L (i KA y 1 gaih.. 0/ @2NASIXLILIS

#

New musclefig on box is, in reality, astoundingly terrifyirl 2 y Q {

KIS yAIKGYlI NBaH ¢22 f-tlenchidgly scary.t S|
L OFyQi oSt r Daighthilykappallingodhg moint of suspi@n] S ¢

SummaryUtter rubbish.

Scores Beauty Salon

Value ‘
Fit*

Compatibility
Minifig*

Design

Instructions

Total

k2y

KT

Ay 3
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BLOCK Tech (IQ Blook) i Dragster GT (winter 2017)

9F3ISNJ 2 odzA 1 2dzi GKS wnmy /2YYdzyAad [9Dh g Al Kwaly fprabaoBdagrhispdrticddar L2
set had been bought at a car boot sale for a very low price a couple of years ago, and had languished at the back afdagnmiedaand un
reviewed forthe very good reasothat it wasclearlyrubbish Amusingly, tesetwaa 2y . [ h USWebgitd tb $heaoff their design skill and
product line.Therealmaker was the previously rewwed IQ BlookThis was not indicative of competency, quality or desirability.

Dragster GT was a larger BLOCK Tech kit with-bgmkimotor and half a minifig. ééme in the standard BLOCK Tech thin cardboard outside and
thick badlymade inside box. The instructions were OK with a parts count included. Stickers had been provided and had not been appiied wh
kit was bought. Theieces looked and felt about average for a Chinese clone, with the characteristic IQ Blook underneath design (meaniog very p
compatibility with any other clone or real bricks). Below average was the mysterious brown stain on the steering wheeMjt énd a bent technic
blue axle pi® ¢ K I lisRsent bsrdy oltherap S 62 Y QAUS YN R. NA G A A K ®

Assembly was fairly straightforward, with grab acceptable. Luckily the bent blue technic axle pin was a spare, so atdeasbtiid be finished
despite unfeeling customer quality checking. The one sticking point were the technic axles. These were a very tight finitideevheels, and to
pull them off and on required some form of metal implement aodhe form ofwearing. A considerable amawof subtle adjustment and hammering
eventually got the axlevheel combination to fit properly and allow the dragster to run freely. Whoever had designed the kit had made it so that by,
adding a little weight to the rear wing it would make the car balamcpull wheelies and look impressive if the mokad beenpowerful enough.

i 61 ayQio

Speed, technic, minifigg K G O2dzZA R 32 gNRBYy3IK | SNBQa 6KIG @2dz 384G oFyR ada0l SNI
The naked mifiA 3 &dzlJLt ASR RAR y2i( KI@S lye tS3&8 FyR KFR | 0dAt RSNama KU
buttons and a collar tattooed on his bare chest. He was probably meant to have a happy expression, but the eyebrowsagaugtlhiforlorn look
¢y2i adzNILINA&AAY3I aAayO0S KS RARYQiU KIFI@S lyeée fS3az Of 2tiou&dby BiNdand whicB O S
had no friction at all and had to be superglued in place. | wanted to give hirg o make it better, but given the brown stain on the steering wheel
this was best done in a bivazard cupboard with rubber gloves which all seemed a bit impersonal. So he got rammed on to his dragster for a race

T 4
7

. {
Finished dragster does actualyo. Some mysterious brown stains. Yum. 1Q Blook undersides. Rubbish quality control. Figure needed superglue.
PdGaSyLilia 6SNB YIRS (2 adz00Saavdz t& LI e grhiserblesxNtenges ThiS basidlly failaedid G NB
actuallywork, butthe motorwasvery weak making plagbout as much fun as chickenpdxsuspectlie Earth Mother imow even more angry that
the limited oil she ha given to humanityhasbeen frittered away on such pointless endeavou¥e are heding towards extinctionThere may be

globaleruptions soon.

SummaryUtter rubbish

\ Scores Dragster GT

Quality* 60

Value 90
Fit* 70

|

|

‘ Compatibility 50
\ Minifig* 50
|
|
|

Design 80

Instructions 90

67
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% BLOCK TECH (Woma) i Jet Ski (summer 2018)

One afternoon a aimlessvisit to The Works uncovered a paityahidden stash of BLOCK TECH. Séiey were smalReallysmall Investigation
showeddistribution by Dolgencorp LLC from the US, and it was presumed that The Works had bought a job lotoFBBLB@&om across The Pond
as opposed tdhe usualMancheser branchof RMS There wasa choice of 3 kitsE1 eachThe miniscule size compared to UK equivalents probably
reflected a US target cost of $let Ski was chosen, not because it was the best, but because it was the osedhsd tomost closely highdint
[h7Y ¢9/1 Q4 YlinNdeBSiAy3 | LILINE I OK

Front and baclshowed a tubbyfig happily riding the jet ski. The box had much written on itstinyyoutside butthe tiniest, in letterson the front
less than 1mm in height,evethe statemensW O 2 fidxdhiehts may varfrom those illustarte® = WFYARE dzNB Y12 (g A&/ yOd (dzRESERNIBD
WAt fdzadr NISRQ gl a GKS NBadzZ G 2F | @I 3dzSt por jif phid Hiepindsi IS& g2y 3 62 NRA Y
potentially iffy proof-reading ability asidd, QR & dza LIS OG G K| G Y y @&tiny ifformatohadmuttte minitigh& beinyinctuded R
leading toless than tinydisappointmentwhen the lack of figure became apparehtioubt the experienceenticed many victimsback to buy more

but | supposehe USis a big enough place to absorb single salysm- @ 6 S A G Qa & i y RdcalkRe jusNise0 o itQf Sourbey'dre (i K
could fan the myriad of conspiracy theorists by clainfing Q& | RBexjzériinén&o caralitivh the futuré)Sgeneration to expect disappointment

and make them easier to controDrjust to make the current generation very, very angAnd maybe we could up the ante Isyggesting the
controlling force is from another countgntirelyand the US authorities are completely unaware.if idzii  t S (AQip@IEEolyjdsGanothérEard-
nosedshort-term businesglecisiongettinga quick 5@ profit from making childremiserable Again.

VVARY THOM THOSE ILLUSTARTED, Fit

Niceset2 2 K= (i KSNB ONEA yaledy § Salvaraf 1 232Y Ay 2y 62NRa 27F 6 A& R2J¥ Sk OK, IZippoSeNs A
Well, | dunno, itvas atiny jet skiand it was an OK design, albeit rathiey. Thequality of theparts wasfairly dire the colourssaguelymatched those

on the boxthere was appalling parts count cheating with lots of rubbish 1x1 plateegded a hammer tfit it together, and the gaps between the
plates made The Grand Canyon look like a hairline ctaplessed the parts were from Wontad G KS& aSSy G2 KI @S 0SSy
AdzLILJ ASNJ NBOSyiGfes odzi AilQa LRRaaroftsS Fy2G0KSN) / KSy Jlklade. FI Ol 2NE O3F

I O02NRAY3 (2 GK
FAYR y2 RSTAYAQ
the same way thatisEnglistdza S

S 02E Al 61 a UYhrgoghth&vardiisdichidiards in hipNibdekion amil thoseiheT doldQ d
A 2 the RoBuctHizhiNFBrhapdhe diKNRI  Wak KEShrdBGRd so much in the US thasisometimesused
(KS 628@f WLBY (EARMK (K KeLRGKSaAA dydit SOARSYO

The box proved more interestingnd, quite franklybetter made andnore playworthy, than thedet Skilt K R wa{ LYy GSNy I GA2y|
the website RMS itselfs a bulk suppliethe website did not show a full product line and instead invited customers to contact and discuss trade. The
websitealsorevealed that RMS have their own design teams. Presumably they cover the several brands that RMS market, ana@H1GCKe of
these. Given the patchy and sometimes bizarre results, it cameigsasurprise that the BLOCK TECH design team was based inwiedd$loes

have numerous examples of excellentedeed, the box had a little round logo of the Stars fnd NJA LJISa 6A G K WRS&EAIYSR Ay
intendedto be apositiveselling point.

The website showed a couple of sets to highlight h / Y guBcésindesignOne was the Dragster GT; thssreviewed above and is not exactly
BLOCK TEQQ & ¥ A yhSravduld i &pgeisld that it waactuallydesigned by thembeing originally marketed by IQ Blodkaybe itwasdesigned
by BLOCK TEEMlaybe just the box was designed by BLOCK TECH 6 S A (i MZuriddhdide.i Q (22 @

| suppose JeSkiitself is OK, butrealyOl y Qi 4SS K2¢ | yez2y.S Ayg2ft 3SR Oly ¥8St LINRdAzR

Summary Utter rubbish

Scores Jet Ski
Quality*
Value
Fit*

Minifig*

Design

Instructions

|
|
|
‘ Compatibility
|
|
|
|

1Tobe fair, Idid score it 80% on design.
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BLOCK TECH (Woma) i Medical Response (summer 2018)

Ever the opimist, in summer 2018 gave BLOCK TECH another chance. The Works had commissioned a whole bunch of kits, all priced at £3. T
had various themedOK, many of the sets were aesthetically challehdrit the boxes had quite wellesigned covers. One digé most promising

g ad WaSRAOIE wSalLRyaSQ dzy RSN K S happyrBusdeiyy; With a vel®dp@rdatd a stietghyr SHlibopter& aiways &
GSyR (2 0SS 322R @FftdzS a G(KS& | NB dza daeeintothaveé blatnt fatd\cheatiiPwitly lodYpaSeie 2 F
Medical Responseas a relatively new kit,assumed that there was a good chance that competency had crept into the BLOCK TECH design stug
and that the Chenghai factories were producing goe@clbricksYeah! assume a lot.

The package was at least quite user friendly, with the standard huge BLOCK TH&pdbisxratiodisguisel bya fold to grip the musclefig display
area.The partsbag was quite small, but all seemed)OK dzgxiracted The familiar overwhelmingcollapse of hopenvelopedmy soul as a pile of
RANI&@ OoNAXROl& FyR o6AGa | LIISIENBR® ¢KAa GAYS y2i 2yte aySNBQ (HKSRNEBF &
white hairfrom an undeterminedpecies Yum. Avell-rehearsednove to the biehazard lab was deferred to imbibing alcohol instead, although this
was more to bolster a will thve continue more than courage to touch the contaminated BLOCKSs.

Pollutionaside, qality was a bit patchy. Yef 2 6 61 & I KARS2dzd 2N} y3S KdzS Sishglivbiack was &K &y The
red was mixed, most parts were alightlywashedout tone, with the 2x2 round bricks amazing good. The canopy was mostly not scrafoh&o!

levels wee rubbish with no grab at all, and the rotor hub was tigposite and hardly went roundhen we come to the design of the helicopter
itself. It has been shaped to have the rotors behind the canopy holder plate, and as such the entire rear enly Wwad on bya bottom 1x2 plate.

With normal Lego this would have been brave. With BLOCK TECHHisiokasjust plaind G dzZLJAR & GKS 3INI 6 ¢k ayQd 3
with any type of play. All this could have been easily solved by moving ti&®plate one lug forward. It would have made the chopper less ugly,
2o . dziz y2X

. 2E O0205N) 65ttt RS&AAIYSRT YdzaOt STAIE y2i( | 6Fdd & ¢ KS NEBOEDuthre o Sigh.2 T

Both musclefigbad reasonably good printindput it soon became apparent that there were two shstopping problems with thea ¢ they didn@fit

AY GKS KSEtAO2LISNE FyR (GKS& O2dZ RyQi K2t R (GKS &0 NB G Juidlexh&flgyfelit S & d
inside the cockpit; unfortunately, the torso design meant there was no grab whatsoever so any flying produced a latgfsattlie hapless legless
pilot bounced around the inside. It was thougtdnceivableto force the stretche handles into the musclefig hands, but this proved impossible
without several metal implements working parallel Aftertrying for a bif | just gave up andient down the pub

Musclefigs look OK, but are not. Grubby pieces galore. Does anyoné ttesr hands in the factory? Musclefigs do not fit in helicopter. Rubbish.
BLOCK TECH is becoming more and more responsible for my drinkin@ leaisi.pleaseproduce a kit that can be played witRlease?

SummaryUtter rubbish

Scores Medical Response
Quality*

Value

Fit*

Compatibility
Minifig*

Design
Instructions
Total

LIk
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as. BLOCK TECH (Woma) i Rescue Engine (winter 2017)

One of the staple kits for any britlased assembly range is the fire engine. For decades children have been happily saving hapless citizens with tl
bravered LEGO fire engines and firemen. One of the first Communist LEGO kits reviewed was the £1 Best Lock / Wilko firengtigihe aegry,
angry fireman. There have been quite a few otherfifd enginesets available since, with BLOCK TECH produmiegas over the past few years.
However i continues to be impossible to match the angry angriness of the original Best Lock fireman minifig. This is a good thing.

wSa0dz§S 9y3IAYyS 4l a& F2dzy R Ay SI NI & HnawmT dndbad offériBgs MaskRn 2015, ButzSduded ani of thdir - N
named tubbyfigs. Roy the fireman was depicted as a CGI character on the side, bataired experience suggested the photo on the front was
more indicative of his appearance. The fire engine igdif & YA YAYIl fAad Ay GKS SEGNBYSE yR gl & |
example which was available for the same price, also with a tubbyfig. It must be assumed that BLOCK TECH sourcertmeik\iama fas Blox do.

The familiar insidbéox had a bag of parts that were mostly the same shape as those on the photo but not the same colours. OK, there wete red, wt;
and black bits, but not all of them were as on the box front. In this case the real model was better coloured, which waseinge brick was
missing its top and instead had another base with a huge lump of moulding sprue still attached. This was bad for mynsst, ldedy for the next

one which probably got two top plates, guaranteeing yet another disappointed clatdBthOCK TECH seem uncannily adept at creating. This meant
GKS I RRSNJ O2dzAf RyQi 6S FAGGSR G2 GKS Sy3aixyS | a Ayl SofwS &eeptable énd 2 dz
probably would have happened anyway.

Roy also goa spare forearm/hand; this was helpful as being a tubbyfig they tended to fall off with alarming rapidity.

The successor to the Angry Angry fireman kit. Roy looks happy enough. Somehow the fire engine has got worse, even witvoohghpart.

RoyKAYaSt T 61 & &adzllldf ASR dzy YFI RS yR &2 gl a oNI@Steée | aasyaeiwdkdgiei K
well for the fireman colours. Quality felt even cheaper than the bricks. The tiny fire engine was woefully @dersany minifig, and even without
the ladder it was obvious that to drive the vehicle required some dismantling. Removing the roof and ramming Roy ontatinglwgrelding
chassis did produce an acceptable concoction, although the tubbyfig coulternoiade to sit fully upright. The fire engine looked more than a bit
rubbish, and Blox appeared to have completely trounced the BLOCK TECH design department in working out what could bép#&iHuced

Proud tubbyfig Roy and tiny, tiny fire enghi® L (G Qa Y2 NB a1FGSo2F NR

o]
BLOCK TECH had predictably put disappointment in a box agaillNE w2 &3 3IAPFSy (KS OK2A0S 06SiGpsSSy &2
evely time.

SummaryUtter rubbish

Scores Rescue Engine
Quality*

Value

Fit*

Compatibility
Minifig*

Design

Instructions
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ae. BLOCK TECH (Woma) i Response Force (spring 2018)

I @gAaAG (2 2yS 2F ¢KS 9y(dSNIFAYSNI (28 &K2LHE KInRO1ATevery pink &n8 de RwiuD 2 Y
W, Sldzie {lIf2yQ ¢+ & 02dzaAKG 06SOFdzaS AlGupalya O2 § GNP dzéd tQvdl piskddyBcsuiedhel8B &l
was a chance that a fair and clinical review would balaheelamning pose necessary for many other BLOCK TECGB kit 2 6 S K2y Sa
much attention to the box when | bought it, except that it was of a fairly mundane Police theme and that it was reduceésDid Ifi8 apparently
boring but hopefully competent setiwd y Qi 2 LISy SR dzy Gskdpindy cold Buhdhywbeiztherédas littlé @lsg ® tiith hindsight,

little elsehad much to recommend ithat day. Fish. BarrelNow witness the firepower of this fully armed and operational battlestation.

The imer box was not broken cifiree sides and only had stupidlylarge boxto-bag ratio. Once the bits had been poured on to the table with that
OKF NI OGSNR&aGAO OKSIFLI OftAy]l 2F NHzwooAaAK Of2yS aNMWOYRI OSKENBRap!lI AT 4
the picture on the box and usddts of 1x1 plates to cheat the part count. It was up to the giddy levels of old Best Lock disappoinvitbrihe
added bonus of a loose fit for the radar dish. The motorhkakeazingly was unexpectedly goodnd althought had hard wheelst worked well and
even stood up on its own. OK, the antenna light was a bit weird, but the figure gripped the handlebars.

Finally there was the ca®oh, WK I & | FATFOG O L Q@S fii theDasti Biviits swiddS4ust dbouReskeNdRinganiitsizerribleness.

The design was monumentally ugly, it had poor quality plastic, it was even more hideawshtven on the box, and for some unfathomable reason
the front lights were red and theear lighsyellowin true incompetentPeizhi stylel had to double check the instructions on this one, but apparently
the resultwaswhat | was supposed to makidow, one can speculate on how tlibominationmade it past evaluation and got into produmti, but
LQY GSyRAy3a (2 RA&AO2dzy( LI &a AndS§ plausib® leXphinatinr vsad bét taliskendat Wes thé&wotstydl&sigMitieO |
ONBI GA@S WwWiSIYyQ O2dzZ R 3ISiG LI ad GKIFG yS shaehmpanddhy acddéih S047 | Sippdseit dould2 dza
6S I adzodtS AyOSyidia@S G2 3SG GKS NBOALMASY(dQa ONSE leivho@stiszhezaqOivilant ¢ 2 |
of thosefive big kids at school who surrounded youtime playground and chanted banal insults over and over again until Mr Jones came along anc
you ran away and hid behind tiertakabinto finish your @rly Wurly to make you feel bettab 9 EOS LJ0 ( KA @rlyWary. RA RY Qi

y—— &
RESIPONSTE

ko
-_—

-

(A

Looks a bit crap othe box Reality isevenmorecrapl K G G+ 18a ST¥F2NIl e , Si F3ALAy LI NIa O2dzi
The musclefigs had some fairly poor printing but thankfully no erropofextracting proportions like Beauty Salon. The ffiggudid fit into their

vehicles without too much drama, but were cursed with the reality of being made by BLOCK THi@Is$ mrobish. Each had an almost immovable
left leg and slightly too loose right leBacial expressions were not inspiriemd althowgh different notevenupto. [ h/ Y ¢9/ 1 Q& Y.SRA

1L
4
LFY

Car is utterly, utterly uglyMotorbike isquite good. Hinge plate is selissembly. 2x8 is mysteriously scratchddvo designs of 1x1 pate included.

~

This setsjust plainawful. Itssmre iseven worse than Beauty Salon, and | pait on purposel cannot begin tamaginehow Response Force actually
made it into production

SummaryUtter, utter rubbish

Scores Response Force

Quality*

Value
Fit*

Compatibility

Design

Instructions

|
|
|
|
\ Minifig*
|
|
|
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BLOCK TECH (Woma?) 1 Snowman (spring 2018)

One area where BLOCK TECH have appeared remarkably consistent isrudishg@Christmas setsThe advent calendar set from 2C1dill ranks

as one of the most striking, its direness having been covered not only by Comirit@i® but in YouTube land too. A chance visit to a discount store
in January found another Christmas set, seemingly new out in 2017. This was a tygepefémnial favourite Snowman with Pole, covered before.
However, this version was larger and seerhed Y2 NB Ay i SNBadAy3I RSaadayd ¢KS t2tS [ ta2 RARY
Snowman and Sign Post was rashly acquired and carried home in anticipation of terribleness.

The box had a slightly different design to most BLOBXBHTstuff. It had a scientifically incorrect but aesthetically pleasside8 snowflake with

MERRY CHRISTMAS HAPPY NEW YEAR around it, and claimed the set was made by MC in Birmingham, not PMS in Manche§i@KiREQidst B
kits. Opening it showed reeatly folded set of instructions and a bag with the bits. These appeared to be Woma (or very similar) and included a brig
yellow-orange sprue with not only the broom shown in the picture, but a spade, rake and pickaxe for making those nightmare stiovanes
LISNFSOG F2NJ LIXIFYyGAy3 2y @2dzNJ Fyy2eAay3 tAGGt S O2dzi Ay EdropaarS GhitistimksS & ¢
FYAYEGA2y GKFEGQa ol yySR Ay S@OSNE O2dzy i NB S E OSadd, this deyvad aynRjob impravameint. NS

CMidma

SHUWMAN &

SN POST

6-127

50 blocks -".'w‘

BEticadty ratiey g\ ACAN O T
Bt /‘t__l‘
; -l
L ® =5y

¢CKAE &SIFNRa FGGSYLW oe
Assembly was straightforward, with the mediocre quality pditting together with some force but well enough to not cause intense anger. The
instructions were helbent on making Snowman the reverse image of that shown on the box, further feeding worries that The Mirror People wer:
laughing at me behind my baekery nightand pushing needles into my skull to drink my soul until | ca@dpActually, Snowman turned out to be
quite a good rendition, and when completed it not only stood up but proved to be not rubbish and not frightening. ThesBigowewer did ot
02YS 6AGK GKS LINBYAASR W{lyidl {d2L) 1 SNBQ LINAY({ 2 NJbickditleiaSd\ybth sfréss 6 |
YIN] 6KSy SyO02daNI ISR (2 R2 az2do /2y dSNESE & dnick gha tigtly ofi e side Maivdie Blate® andiA §
were impressively posable with the broom or the other garden implementsrodr. It was a bit annoyig that the nose cone was trammsange and

not plain orange, but maybe glass carrots are all the ragefhS . ANXYA Y IKIY oNAO| Al RS&A3IYySNI 2SiG a

a1
(it gillIn

Finished set is fantastic value for £1, although no sticker (was it missing?). Mirror image to confuse adults. And a nsagenemog aah!

For once, BLOCK TECH seehat@ produced a genuinebpmpetent/ KNA &G Yl & 1AdG® hyYs Al ¢l ayQid 3INBI G
F2NJ GKS LINAROS LI AR Al o6l & Sttt 62NIK (KS Y2ySeod L AadkplEGERbESY RAAID
because BLOCK TECH finally had made Christragsielynice time.

SummaryNot rubbish.

\ Scores Snowman and Sign Post

Quality* 70

Value 100

|

‘ Fit* 70
\ Compatibility 100
\ Minifig* N/A
|
|
\

Design 80

Instructions 100

80

21t was still for sale in The Entarher in January 2018!
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BLOCK TECH (Woma?) i Snow Mobile (spring 2018)

L R2y Qi | a I IIBNBEKIECKH &S any matel Maay\alvisit to Poundland or a seaside souvenir shop has resulted in a banal and med
purchase to bulk out the Communist LEGO editems joke about rubbishnes3his set was bought at a car boot sale as a way of gettivey stuff

L NBFffe zryGSR OKSFLISNI & LI NI 2F | 22-prodickaindms suthdiSsuparBudmg. Still Jag BLOGKA
¢9/1 &aSta 323 ( Kb theFpholdy dditie box2Ganteditier was kb Mdes tubbyfig, but the snow mobile itsedbemedOK It

gl a IdzSaasSR GKFG GKAa gl a 2yS 2F . [h/Y ¢9/1Qa mu Oftlaa 2F 1AlD

The set was one of theerieswith named characters. The plucky snow chap was called Thomas, although his appearance in the phot€&hadithe
the side varied a bit. £ 82X GKS LIKNI &S a/2yiSyida al @ cBLOOKHECHGdtahatektik ynpréssion that
yearsof lying about wha® inside $ funny, which probably gives some insight imtoth i K S O 2 Y Ldn yirdl Qalues@ndamy tendency to
increasinglybelittle its productsat every given opportunity.

Looking forward b 51 blocks and tubby Thomas. t#nwe-inspiring bag with a hooky minifigFinished snowmobile and hooky Thomas not awful.

Once the cotents had been discovered hiding in the corner of the vastly oversized box, it became apparent that BLOCK TECH ha jplitdadly s
hooky minifig of reasonably decent quality bearing a small resemblance to Thomas. The black gloves and snow goggles wesee suited to
Alpine conditions than shirt sleeves and a hipster beard. The minifig was fully assembled except for the hair, whickasastssplpriseThe parts
were all found to be of OK quality and colptempered somewhat by the strange brovsubstance on the underside of the white plate. Yet again
completely shite quality control seemed rife in at least one Chinese factory. Gmeaiiay, @nning theworryingly familiambio-hazrd gloves made
assembly a tad more difficult, but snow mobilesifanished without too many issues serious infections

The controls were quite cleverly done with two hinges, although fitting hooky Théoraem andthe snowmobile seattook effort and some re
assembly to get right.gave up trying to sit Thomaswn and let him stand up instead. It seemed eadiée transblack windscreen and yellow parts
were actually quite good, breaking a long tradition of BLOCK TECH rubbishness. The real gems were the 1x1 SNOT pletes8 Boergied and
were colouredight bluish grey. LEGO currently do not make this piece, so as a bit of cheating for those MOCs this set Bas\dezbbile did

then turn out to not be a complete waste of imebutL.  OSNIiF Ayt & ¢2dzZ RyQd 3IA@S AG G2 | OKIN®xGe

LX)
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| SNB A& YdzOl 2y | Wy Subldeclnbt foridigh. ¢ K S 4

ydzZAiy3d NI yR2Y a8 Ay @Syl 2 aheXkantehtsNddre Befter tNain the ghota$, 2
Yy I ySé ol 3 A& ¢l & 27T Factrifageymanyomherddiracting idskesThi& A a
2 BB B { b8z BRYS flekd dnPniokeBdlitéd§ia decent jobSigh. At least | can get the SNOT
$8 685y RSO2yi(l YAyl (SR®

Scores Snowmobile
Quality* 80
Value 100
Fit* 90
Compatibility 100
Minifig* 80

Design 80

Instructions 90

Total 92
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b!nx Blox (Woma) i Black Cab winter 2017)

2 A t | lex@rage has continued to expand as the designers get to grips with producinyyagoedydesirable sets. Some of them are just rebranded
Woma kits, but others appear to be specially made for the UK market. One such kit is Black Cab, a renditioorot thenidon Taxi. This particular
GSNEAZ2Y LINRoOolofe NBLNBaSyiha (GKS [2yR2y ¢FEA [/ 2YL} yeé Q& kitmadebBtNah S &
Chinese seemsvell,apt. There has not been an official LEGO London Taxi, twedigh many MOCs exist the Blox design appeéamique. It used

the characteristic Woma curved windscreens that are not a standard LEGO piece, whithttnelghape of the rear. The kit did not come with any
tubbyfigs, which was an odd choice. It alsodige diameter thin wheels, giving it a slightly squashed and dumpy look.

Inside the box were three parts bags and a tolerably laid out instruction sheet. Blox use lines and coloured studs teshtwaskemble the parts.
CKAE RARYQUsMEM] I KB NFSIOOY 8LJ NIlazx odzi o6FayQi FyesKSNB ySINI & of
interesting as much as could be expected of black bits, with the diversion of converting the cab from left hand driveritistheighthand drive.
LQY y2i SyGANB &d2NB K2g Ylye [2YyR2y ¢l EA& KI @3S SOSNI aféirdef. Thelddign 6 A
itself had one rear seat and two front seats. Minifigs would be acceptable although would mbgmall; theblackcabwasslightly oversized when
compared to modern LEGO vehicles. Another oddity in the design was the white rear numbey Biaigh ones are white on the front, yellow on

the back. This suggests the Blox design team were agt@hlhese, as is would be very unlikely anyone in the UK would make this mistake, couplec
with the steering wheel on the wrong side.

bl Wik

Riack tmd

O

Blox exclusive design, but no minifig, oddly. Lots of black parts, actually black. Finished taxi is not too bdsdbyispoiled by wobbly wheels.

The range of Woma parts include several pieces different from LEGO. The most useful was a 1x1 round SNOT plate, B0ickreptafT his was

used to hold front and rear bodywork in pladeK § & (i dzR& K I Rhe flat 1xbréundilf was &lighiydomed; this was used as an indicator
YR 62df R KIF @S 0SSy S EctSfarig&hael The Tx2 dhéesedarts wefe# plates ighiakopposed to the 2 plate high LEG
version. Finally, the technic pins hadonger middle section. These were used to hold the wheels on. Unfortunately, the wheels were a very loose f
on the pins (the wheels were too thin) so that they wobbled excessively. The entire car design was great up to thisspetibih wheels splt

the otherwise excellent kit.
— R -
‘$ £
AN | - 3
N’ \ \ _

SNOT round plates 50% plate thickness. Flat round tile slightly curved. Technic pin different design to LEGO. 2x1 cpésss Hgh.

—_—

This type of kit is a new range for Blox. What is presented is a unigigndeot available in LEGO, produced with-datfent bricks, at a very cheap
price. Purists will of course not want ndfiEGO pieces to pollute their pristine collections, but it would be simple to build a fullyliriet€d version
which ironically would 2 L) a2YS2y S St aBGmsetRS&A3Iy F2NI I y2y

LT 2yte (GKS ¢gKSSta oOWNByQl ¢g200fex (KAA ¢g2ddf R 0S5

Summary:Not quitea goodkit.

\ Scores Black Cab
‘ Quality* 90
\ Value 100
‘ Fit* 60
‘ Compatibility 90
|
|
|

Minifig* N/A

Design 90

Instructions 90

Total 84
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=1 =3 Biox (Woma) i Fire Engine winter 2017)

Blox ighe brand name of Wf 1 2 Q& Of 2 y S ifgét Bimakeovel add|switthéd exxctusively to Woma to source parts and kits. They started
by copying some of the earlier sets they had stocked (made by, for example, PeiZhi and Ausini) and also brabhyhe@ating their own. The
Wilko design department produced some professional boxes, and the instructions were very good. This would all have Beenigat A i ¢ | &
very legabut very ugly tubbyfigs.

The 2017 Fire Engine was the spiritualcgssor to the earlieBestLocksourced fire engine with the angry, angry fireman. Even due to inflation and
better quality (it would be almost impossible to be worse) the new set was still on sale for £1. New Fire Engine waslivétyvaimiaoughly th
same idea as the old fire engine, but looked less rubbish.

The well=presented box had a single bag of parts and a bag of unmade tubbyfig. The fire engine itself was fairly ssepidleowaih the slightly
above average quality Woma parts, althougtthe long termexperience has shown th&/oma fades in the sun. Unfortunately the hinge part was
mis-formed with an offcentre hinge and was very, very stiff. The ladder was not a tight fit on the hinge, so any attempt td resuéted in instant
detached ladder. This was quite annoying.

D PO

Wilko have found alliteration. Inside are parts and dismembered tubbyfig. Woma pieces are OK quality out of the sun. Digthdaly parts.

The tubbyfig was assembled using only strong hands, immenseliness ingtrieguired. The figure was of the same quality as the earlier Blox
tubbyfigs, with the odd half arms still seeming to be falling off before even holding anything. The face print had a degghtexpression and a
A2NI 2F OKAY & i NltolwheiieKhe BelmtAvasgi itiwadauibidyfig antzipbor, but it scored a massive 40%, twice as much as earlie
versions.The tubbyfig imiow onlyresponsible for about half the entire points lost by this set.

Finished engine is tiny. Figure is notatscary. Ladder looks stupid with driverwhy not add a 2x2 brick or two? Arse end with dodgy hinge.

Fire Engine 2017 feels as the swansong of the £1 kit with a figure, as increases in production and transportation ctreteniadétably unviable.
The Blox version should then be seen as the last gasp of that brief age of cheap hookiness that allowed a small playdiéedast of an entry to

a crappy Morning T@honein quiz. Although flawed with mediocre parts and a tubbyfig, it is about ad gs it could reasonably be, and way better
than the BLOCK TECH versions.

Fix that tubbyfig.

SummaryAlmost too smallbut just about works

Scores Fire Engine
Quality* 80
Value 100
Fit* 80
Compatibility 90
Minifig* 40

Design 70

Instructions 90
Total 75




Genuine
LEGO rival!

EEE CaDA 1 Parade Car (spring 2018)

Technids an area where the cloners have a lot of interest. Many copy the bricks, platesaadlevheels, with a lot of companies just ripping off
genuine LEGO sets. King of these is, of course, the evil Lepin habitdt only done almost abf the newer LEO kits but haalso marketed some
very impressive buaudaciouslystolen MOCsMost of the cloners (includingvil Lepin) have quality issues making sets bloody annoying as well as
dubiously legalHowever, there are some newer companies that appear tereating their own irhouse designs. One of these is Double Eagle, a
toy car manufacturer thatecentlystarted marketing the CaDA brand. Most of the larger sé®wvn on their websitare effectively technic beam
constructson a radio control car chassi®nethat was definitely originafor sale in various online shops (although oddly not on the official website)
gk & Wt NIRS / IChNd2sEBIS0 4x4./0M, thred] BUSD is 2 @opytof the Mercedesv@gon, but! | 5 vefsibn was green and had0
192720172 & (irapeesedtiNng a military version that headédge Chinese army parades in 20Fen President Xi Jinping rode in ohdoubt
anyone outside China would come up with that. C51015 was ordereabout £4 with box and arrived gjhtly dented but with contents intact.

The box had asefulcarry handle and held a plastic tray with parts and instructigiighe smaller parts were professionally sealed in bags with the
CaDA logo. These were poured into tubs for ease of constryctiaincluded lots of black 1x2 and blue 1x3 friction pins. The quality of all parts was
remarkably good. The CaDA logo was on as many as possible, and although moulding marks were visible the feeltzasidétlwadistinguishable

from real LEGQ@ certainlyfar better thanevil Lepintechnic The instructions were very professionally laid out, too. Not only were they easy to read
and had sensible stages, the parts were used up logically and had measurements on each page so the correct lengahadBéaould bepicked.
Everything clicked together with no problems whatsoever and in about 2 hours one big green BJ80 was Ainisivedy nice it looked too.

CalDFA

G
C51015
S61pcs

Posss Cuw

Technieradio control toy hybrid. Well packaged, well made, well designed, good priéet boring to make- a big chunky patriotic drivable car

The car had an opening tailgate, bonnet, and ddtive front two with latches) This waghe summary of the moving partas the set was effectivel
a technic shell clipped onto thgeneric radd control chassidt ran on a supplied 400mAh U$SBarged battenpack; the radio controller needed the
ubiquitous 2xAA batteries (not suppliederformance wasot exactlyrip-snorting andbest described as a trundlehichwas, to be honest, well
suited to indoor use The steering motor was a bit noisy but the BJ80 happily drove around various rooms allepong 8irns and was perfectly
controllable. The rear axle had spring suspension which rhadbering around the garden path a reasonable proposit Patriotic Chinesehildren
could join together and create their owslow-movinghugemilitary parade asCaDA also maketachnic6-wheeledlorry rocket launcher.

Stuff opens and shig but engine missing. Chassis could be used for anythingriec Own logo on parts. About as Chinese as could be

| suppose, beingeally picky, there was no engine, the box showed lit headlights but was just artistic license, no mains charger was thepplied,
were marginalcolour variations in the red ping G ¢ | & y Qé&nd @EXNBnpiry lwas includeBut dthough this wa y* Q (i -blown dmiict kit
for the purists it is almost impossible to maikdown. The quality is excellent, the design is revd well thought outit@ relatively cheap, it &
excellent playabilitythere a&NB & S@S NI £ LI NIk dbadgicallehal, R tie@dmpanyate$ about customersVould | get another of
these? Yes, and with no feeling of guilt, either. This is an example of Communist LEGO coming of ageNdaylie is out of the bottle.

{ dzY Y I NE ¥eallyfaul®this/ser at all

Scores Parade Car

Quality* 100

|

‘ Value 100
‘ Fit* 100
‘ Compatibility 100
|
|
|
|

Minifig* N/A
Design 100

Instructions 100

100




